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Matthew’s Gospel (remember that we don’t know who exactly wrote this, though there is good reason to attribute most of this Gospel to Matthew the disciple) was probably completed between 60 and 80A.D. though that is not certain (definitely not later than 85A.D.).  Matthew has a clear orientation toward Judaism and the Old Testament. There are over 60 explicit quotations in Matthew of the Old Testament and many more allusions to it. Matthew is clearly writing for Jewish Christians and to potential converts from Judaism.  This explains why he includes some material that the other gospels exclude.  The key word in Matthew is, “fulfilled” which occurs 8X (2:15,17, 23;13:14,35;26:54,56; 27:9) and again is said in other ways many more.  Matthew’s overriding goal is to help people see that Jesus is the promised Messiah of God, and then to tie him to the promises of the Messiah found throughout the Old Testament.  As you read Matthew pay attention to how we tries to convince his audience of this reality – you need wait no longer, Messiah has come!  N.T. Wright, the greatest living New Testament theologian puts it beautifully: “Matthew’s gospel present Jesus  in  a rich, many-sided way. He appears as the Messiah of Israel, the king who will rule and ave the world.  He comes to us as the Teacher greater even than Moses.  And, of course, he is presented as the son of man giving his life for us all.  Matthew lays it all out step by step and invites us learn the wisdom of the gospel message and the new way of life that results from it.” (Matthew for Everyone, p. x)
Parable of the Weeds (13:24-30)
We are given the explanation of this parable (unique to Matthew) a little later on, but even then Jesus is less than clear. Remember that he is speaking to a Jewish audience.  One of the struggles that many Jews had in accepting Jesus  as Messiah is that the evil ones had not been destroyed – a particularly strong promise for those living under Roman occupation.  Additionally, the Jewish-Christian followers had suffered under the hands of their Jewish brothers for following Christ. Matthew’s inclusion of this parable speaks to both issues.  First, God is in control, the Son of God is the good seed.  The presence of “tares” doesn’t negate the truth of Jesus’ claim to be Messiah; rather it demonstrates both the patience of the Kingdom and the character of it.  Jesus waits for a future day to pull the weeds, which means, as Paul points out, there is still time for those who are weeds to become fruit of the good seed.
Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (18:23-35)

Another parable unique to Matthew, there are clear allusions to both Genesis 4 and Jonah 4 here. This parable arises out of a conversation with Peter, who as he begins to catch the flavor of the Gospel, asks the great question – how much forgiveness must we offer to those who offend us. What follows is a parable that doesn’t seem to answer the question.  Rather it tells us that there are some things that are “unforgiven.”  Is that the point of this story?  No, it is rather to point out the difference  between one who “asks” forgiveness and one who has embraced the Gospel and understands how great their debt.  God will not be mocked, as we are told elsewhere, and to “receive” God’s forgiveness without accepting the Gospel is to receive no forgiveness at all.  To Matthew’s Jewish audience we see the stark contrast between those in the Old Testament who “offered their sacrifices” (Amos 5 for one example) and those who relied totally on God – for forgiveness and life itself.  The Jews of Jesus’ day had fallen into the trap of a legal model of forgiveness.  Jesus’ points to the nature of being God’s people – it is to live as people marked by the character of God – just, loving, merciful, and forgiving.  This is a test that the servant in Jesus’ parable fails miserably. 
Enacted Parable – Jesus and the Syrophoenician Woman (Matthew 15:21-28)
This healing occurs also in Mark, but the inclusions in Matthew are making a very distinct point. The setup is the same, including Jesus’ rather hard response to her about children first. But, in response to her statement we see Jesus’ words in Matthew pointing out something different: “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.” 
Now, again, here we have a Jewish oriented gospel that includes this non-Jewish woman.  Why?  And why does his response emphasize her faith?  One of Matthew’s points is about the very nature of who is a member of the “People of God.” As we see in his response here, it is not about ethnicity – it is about faith.  The point is to pull people out of their lethargy and to see that God is calling people to live as people of faith – not in words but in complete and utter reliance upon the Lord, and in this case, the Messiah.

One final note.  Remember that one of the promises of the Messiah’s reign is all nations coming to worship God in Jerusalem.  Here, in his response to this woman, we see the first fruits in Matthew’s Gospel of this coming into reality.

Outline

Below is Warren Wiersbe’s Outline of Matthew
I.
The Revelation of the Messiah/King (1–10) 


A.
The person of the Messiah/King (1–4) 



1.
His ancestry and birth (1–2) 



2.
His messenger (3) 



3.
His temptation and early ministry (4) 


B.
The principles of the Messiah/King (5–7) 


C.
The power of the Messiah/King (8–10) 

II.
The Rebellion Against the Messiah/King (11–13) 


A.
His messenger rejected (11:1–19) 


B.
His works denied (11:20–30) 


C.
His principles refused (12:1–21) 


D.
His person attacked (12:22–50) 


E.
Result: the parables of the kingdom (13) 

III.
The Retirement of the Messiah/King (14–20) 


A.
Before Peter’s confession (14:1–16:12) 


B.
Peter’s confession: the church (16:13–28) 



First mention of the crucifixion (16:21) .



C.
After Peter’s confession (17–20) 



Second mention of the crucifixion (17:22–23) .




Third mention of the crucifixion (20:17–19) .


IV.
The Rejection of the Messiah/King (21–27) 


A.
His public presentation to the Jews (21:1–16) 


B.
His conflict with the religious leaders (21:17–23:39) 


C.
His prophecies of the future kingdom (24–25) 


D.
His suffering and death (26–27) 

V.
The Resurrection of the Messiah/King (28)
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