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Affirmations of Life after Death and Life after Life after Death

What we affirm about life and life after death:
· To be absent from the body, to pass from death and this world to the next, is to be “at home with the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 5:8)
· That our loved ones have preceded us in Christ are indeed awaiting us, and more importantly, the resurrection!

· That we are meant for physical life and the expression of how we really are in not mere “spiritual” terms but in action.

· That this is a gift that comes to us through grace because of God’s great love for us.

· That we are not talking about “heaven on this earth” as if this were something that we as human beings could make happen.  We experience what Francis Schaeffer called “substantial healing” of our old self into the new self.  But we await a day, the day of the new creation when, as Revelation describes it:
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  ﻿2﻿ I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  ﻿3﻿ And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  ﻿4﻿ He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-5)

· That our eternal life has begun the moment that we meet Christ and enter into relationship with him.  Martin Luther referred to this as “extra nos in se” – life outside ourselves in Christ.  St. Paul merely referred to as:” new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

There remains a lot we do not know about what comes after death, both in regards to life after death, and life after life after death.  So, should we bother even thinking about it?  Does it matter?
It does for several reasons.  First and foremost is the tendency among evangelicals towards Gnosticism, an ancient heresy that St. Paul takes on in the book of Colossians, which denigrates the physical world and its concerns and is only thinking about the “spiritual.”   It becomes an “easy way out” of living out our faith, blinded to the physical problems of the world around us.  Instead, as Jesus, Paul and John make clear, we are involved in this world’s physical issues precisely because we are already living (proleptically) in the future world where these issues are no more.  As the great missional theologian David Bosch said:
Those who know that God will one day wipe away all tears will not accept with resignation the tears of those who suffer and are oppressed now. Anyone who knows that one day there will be no more disease can and must actively anticipate the conquest of disease in individuals and society now.  And anyone who believes that the enemy of God and humans will be vanquished will already oppose him now in his machinations in family and society.  For all this has to with salvation. 

This disdain for the physical also creates the space for people, even those who are “devout” to make allowance for physical sins in their life, leading to a licentious way of life. If the body really doesn’t matter, than what’s wrong with engaging in adultery, drugs, or other such sins.  St. Paul takes this on directly:

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  ﻿2﻿ By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  ﻿3﻿ Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  ﻿4﻿ We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  (Romans 6:1-4)

But this discussion of life after life after death is also important because this is our hope, our hope in Christ, for tomorrow.  Last week we looked at several of Paul’s passages on this topic. No other theme appears with such rapidity in his work.  Paul is the great theologian of new creation, of life after life after death.  Lets look at couple of more passages to bring this home:
2 Corinthians 5 – Being in Christ and Being in the Future

Paul starts this chapter with talk of our “heavenly house.”  Doesn’t this point away from the idea of life after life after death?  No, because what he is doing is comparing the two types of origins of humanity: our old self is literally of the earth, our new self has its origins in the realm of heaven, it is, to use another term, a spiritual body.  
Here again, Paul is trying in our present life to living from the future.  We see this in verse 9 when he says:

So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.
The outliving then of living from the place of new creation (of LALAD) is a call to selflessness, a call to live knowing that we are totally cared for and that we are “safe” with him (vs. 11-15).  Paul then moves into our calling in this life, reconciling the world of rebellion (this world) to the future and full world:

﻿16﻿ So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  ﻿17﻿ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  ﻿18﻿ All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  ﻿19﻿ that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  ﻿20﻿ We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.  ﻿21﻿ God made him who had no sin to be sin ﻿a﻿ for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.   
Being in Christ means seeing life, people, and the entire world situation no longer from the merely external, this-world position but seeing it from a vastly different (future) orientation.  This is a point that Paul picks up elsewhere.

Colossians 3:1-16 - New Life and New Perspective 

Paul starts these verses out with a very unusual phrase, “Since then you have been raised with Christ.”  The verb here is the present active ternse, in other words – since you have already been raised!  We are living (again proleptically) the future (our eternal life) now!  In light of this one central reality, he has things to tell us.  He tell us (in the original Greek) to live life from the perspective of Christ ruling at the right hand of God the Father – i.e. to live as if God’s reign is here (which, as Jesus told us in the Gospels, it is, though not in fullness).  This is the motivation, the data if you will, from which we process the world around us.  This is what Paul was talking about in Romans 12:2 when he calls us to:

not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
We have to start viewing the world, seeing the world, understanding the world from the perspective of Christ’s reign, the kingdom of God, not from what we take in with our strictly physical (worldly) senses.  This is hard work, which is why verses 5-9 of Colossians 3 tells us to take off that old person.  Then he turns to telling us to put on our new person, to live out of the new reality of new creation and LALAD.  If we want to taste “heaven on earth” we must choose to live from our true reality, our true selves, which brings with it the foretaste of the future:

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  ﻿13﻿ Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  ﻿14﻿ And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. ﻿15﻿ Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  ﻿16﻿ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  ﻿17﻿ And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Concluding Thoughts

Life after life after death will always seem mysterious to us, for the basic reason that no one (aside from the Lord Jesus himself) has ever “been there” to show us what it totally looks like.  Jesus, Paul, John and the other biblical writers give us hints and clues, not so we can spend all our time speculating about “the future” or when it will come (i.e., the 2nd Coming).  That is to miss the point.  Our calling, and the entire reason Paul and the rest speak about it, is to make clear in our mixed up world what is true and real, and what is not.  Nicole Riche doing a CNN interview about her new book The Truth About Diamonds is not the true and real world.  Instead, the true world is the one marked, as Paul reminds us, by the fruit of the Spirit.  We focus in on new creation and LALAD not for curiosity, but so we can increasingly taste and see the future of God – the future that is, as the psalmist says, good!

Psalm 34:8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 
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