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Christopher, Tanya, Alethea and Justus
June 2005
Dear Friends,

What a wild past six months it has been.  Like you, we have been very busy.  
If you read the Harper’s Magazine articles in the May issue, you saw a feature piece on Colorado Springs and New Life Church. At the very end of the article the writer visits a Bible study here in the city.  Yep, that was us.  Well, not exactly us.  Christopher was in the UK at the time, and the author of the story didn’t come for the study time, but at the very end of the study.  He told one of our members (who brought him) that he saw something lovely and genuine about the Christian community that he witnessed. We were going to make the article! Unfortunately, in the article the study came off seeming both cynical and derogatory about New Life.  
Both of us must confess to the sin of pride in this case.  Tanya was excited about being interviewed by a journalist with nationwide reach.  Christopher was excited about having our little study spoken about in glowing words in a national publication.  Instead, we were reminded that fame is not all its cracked up to be, and that in the end, you have to be excited about being used by God, even if no one who reads Harpers ever knows or cares.  On the bright side, Alethea and Justus were mentioned in the article and even got their names spelled right!
Morton Family Navigator Ministry:  

· Our Thursday night Bible study has continued to grow.  This past winter and spring we went through Philippians, over-used Bible passages (you know, the ones everyone uses to make a point, but often without looking at the context to see what the passage really says) and homosexuality.  Pray for us as we lead the group to continue to draw closer to God not just with our minds, but with our whole selves. 
· Christopher taught two courses on Wednesday nights at First Presbyterian and continues to substitute teach in both the married with kids class (Lifequest, our Sunday school) and with the under-35 singles (Bridges).  The Wednesday night classes were particularly well received, especially the one he taught this Spring on “Becoming Truly Human” which came out of his doctoral work.  You can see his handout on his website: www.rovingtheologian.com.

· Christopher taught his first full night of a seminary class solo.  He filled in for our Dr. Quinn Fox at Fuller in Colorado Springs and taught Theology.  He loved it, and they seemed to like him!

· Tanya continues to work at Community Partnership for Child Development (CPCD), the local Head Start organization. This is a large part of her personal ministry.  In her role as IT Director she is involved in the leadership of the organization, which has a great mission to help the disadvantaged children of Colorado Springs.  They love her work there, but they love her even more.
CPCD is a fairly “liberal” organization and overall Christians are not viewed too favorably.  Because of the climate in the city, with its large number of Christian organizations, many of the people Tanya works with have a real animosity towards the church. During the course of the past five years working there, she has done much to soften the hearts and minds of her co-workers about the Gospel and Christians. One example of this comes from a recent letter she recently received from one co-worker:
“Tanya, the reason I love having you in my life is that I respect you so much.  I respect…your honesty and integrity…your ethics and your willingness to be ethical!...your spirituality.  Its not mine, but I find that yours has a tendency to smooth out my sharp edges.”  
The letter goes on to say much more, and Tanya was awed that God has been so faithful in opening up doors for her into people’s lives, not just their work lives, but their whole lives. Please pray for her as she continues to minister to the people at CPCD.
· The relationships with people in Manchester continue to be a source of challenge and excitement. In Manchester, Christopher deals with two groups of people.  First, are the students at the college, both graduate and undergraduate.   A number of students have sought Christopher out as a mentor.  When we were both considering going to seminary ten years ago, we assumed that everyone we would meet had their spiritual lives in order.  Boy, were we wrong!  Those pursuing full-time ministry are often the ones with the most questions and the greatest challenges in their walk with Jesus.  Christopher has developed a ministry working with many of these people, talking in person while there and then doing “e-mentoring” thanks to technology.  It is not something he imagined when first started going to Manchester, but something he is enjoying a great deal. Pray for wisdom for him as he interacts with his fellow students.
The second group of people are the citizens of Manchester.  Just as he does when he is home, Christopher takes time to consistently go to the same stores and the same clerks over and over, building relationships, and asking them about their lives.  This has been heartbreaking for him, as he is overwhelmed by the darkness in many of these people’s lives and their very hard hearts about the Gospel.  Please pray for Christopher as he begins another extended stay in Manchester and renews those acquaintances.   
· One area in which Christopher is beginning to engage is spiritual direction for people.  If you know someone who would like a partner in their spiritual growth, let Christopher know.  Pray that God would bring the right people to Christopher as he seeks to grow and aid others in growing in their love for and imitation of Jesus.

Christopher’s Work for the U.S. President:  

· The past six months of work for Christopher with Alan Andrews (the U.S. President of The Navigators) has been a time of transition.  Alan is setting things up for the next three years (the last) of his presidential term. Some of the things that Christopher has done:
· Helped Alan as he begins to lead The Navigators in engaging with the poor of America and the world. This is an exciting “new thing” in The Navigators, and Christopher’s work on the Kingdom of God has been important as Alan makes a case for The Navigators to not just be an upper-middle class ministry.

· Wrote a major piece for the National Leadership Team on aesthetics.  Aesthetics, or the concept of beauty, is a powerful concept to postmodern people, who cry out for what is good, noble, pure—that which is beautiful. This is another avenue of communicating the truth of the Gospel to people who have given up hope that there is truth.  
· Began helping our staff training team in producing some incredible new studies to use with under-35 year olds.  The focus is on identity, transformation and dealing with shame.  Christopher is working right now on one of the parts on sexuality.  These studies are the best that Christopher has ever seen, so we are excited that he is getting to be a part of their development.  Please pray for clarity of thought as he writes for and interacts with this team.
· Continued to be involved with the “Theological and Cultural Thinkers Group” (TACT), the nationwide spiritual formation group.  The direction of the group is a little up in the air right now, so please be in prayer that God would use TACT as he wants to.  Everyone has an idea of how to make spiritual formation a priority in the church.  Pray that we would follow God’s leading, not our own desires.
The Morton’s Ministry Calendar:

Here are a few of the upcoming special events:

June 20–July 16 – Christopher in Manchester; Tanya in Colorado Springs
July 17 – Teach Lifequest at First Presbyterian
July 24 – Teach Dawntreaders SS class at First Pres)

August 7 – Teach Lifequest at First Presbyterian 
August 24 – Panel discussion on theology for Bridges

August 27-September 3 – Christopher in Edinburgh for Dogmatics Conference; Tanya in Colorado Springs
September 15-18 – TACT meeting in Colorado Springs

October 21-29 – 10 Year Anniversary trip to UK for Didsbury lectures (we finally get to use our frequent flyer miles); kids in Colorado Springs with Grandma!
Supporting Us:

Fundraising continues to be a major challenge for us.  We are still below 50% of budget, but have made some progress the past six months.  Unfortunately, with the dollar doing so poorly against the British Pound and the high cost of plane tickets, we know we must do even better.  If you are already supporting us financially, we thank you and praise God for you.  If you don’t currently support us financially, would you consider supporting us either monthly ($10, $25, $50, or even $100 per month) or with one-time gifts, you can do so either by going to Christopher’s website (look for the headline, Personal Update) or by mailing a check made out to The Navigators to our home address (see below).  

Remember, most of all, we need your prayers.  Tanya and I know that we would not be able to do the things we do without your support in prayer.  If you would like to receive our monthly prayer email, please send us your email so we can add you to our list.  

Remember, we are partners together in the advancement of the Gospel of Jesus and his Kingdom.  We thank you for being there for us in support, prayer and friendship.
The Mortons

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”
1 Peter 3:18
Christopher, Tanya, Alethea and Justus

christopher.morton@navigators.org; tmorton@cpcd.org

6249 Colony Circle

Colorado Springs, CO 80919  (719) 531-0517
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