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Christopher, Tanya, Alethea and Justus
December 2004
Dear Friends,

Well the past year, our first as officially Navigator Staff, has been filled with lots of activity, some results, but a great sense of God’s presence and affirmation in our calling.  Just a few highlights:

Morton Family Navigator Ministry:  Unfortunately time constrained much of what we were able to do out in the community.  Much of the year was spent with Christopher in England, continuing his work on his Phd (we are praying that this time next year he may be ready to defend his thesis).  We have laid some of the groundwork for what we hope to see as a blossoming ministry, especially among the communities that we feel led to reach.  Some highlights:

· Continued to lead a Bible study on Thursday nights, primarily for more intellectual singles in Colorado Springs.  While all are already Christians, it is our hope to be used by God in this venture to aid in this group becoming a community committed to transformation into the likeness of Christ.  Alethea and Justus particularly enjoy the opportunity to interact with their large circle of “aunts” and “uncles”.
· Started a new group among men that is focused on understanding who they are as created by God, what that means for their lives, and how to make a difference in the world.  This group has a wide variety of people, including artists and social workers.

· Continued to build relationships with people in both Colorado Springs and in Manchester who do not call themselves by Jesus’ name, with the aspect of loving them and helping them to realize the people they really are, and to accept God’s gracious love.  This has been especially interesting in Manchester as Christopher works “cross-cultural” with many of the people he meets in pubs, coffee shops, and elsewhere.  The general sense from all these conversations is that these English, living without God, see no meaning to their lives, and no hope for every really being loved and accepted.
· Tanya continued in her role as Director of Information Technology for the HeadStart program here in town.  This allowed her to continue developing relationships with non-Christians as well as being an agent of service and grace in an agency feeling a great deal of stress with the number of significant changes it has had to make over the past three years.
Christopher’s Work for the U.S. President:  
As many of you already know, Christopher is lead researcher, theologian and writer for the U.S. President of the Navigators (Alan Andrews) and his National Leadership Team.  In the past year through that work many exciting contributions have been made.  Again, just a few highlights:

· Produced major research work on The Navigators and Money.  As The Navigators is in over 100 nations worldwide, many of these led by staff from those nations, the issue of how to raise and use money worldwide has increasingly been an issue.  Christopher’s paper became required reading on the topic.

· Worked with Alan on determining The Navigators’ relationship to churches.  For years this has been a major issue, especially with us, as some in The Navigators have been perceived as “anti-church.”  Through this paper the position of The Navigators as a support to the local church and a tool of the Holy Spirit to advance the Gospel where the church either is not yet or is unable to reach (even in a city like Colorado Springs) has helped to direct more cooperation between The Navigators and local churches.

· Wrote the definitive understanding of what it means when The Navigators say they are apostolic.  This is dealing with our work as an advancing agent of the Gospel.  Whereas the local church is focused on the care and development of those who have come or are coming to Christ, we are focused on reaching those far from the church, either in geographic location or in context (i.e., our personal desire to reach the “Poor Richard’s” crowd of Colorado Springs who will most likely never walk into a church).  Christopher has received a lot of positive feedback on this paper.

· Became a full fledged member of the “Theological and Cultural Thinkers Group” or TACT, which is comprised of the leading theologians, teachers, and practitioners of Spiritual Transformation in the United States.  Sitting on this group are people like Dallas Willard (who will be speaking at First Presbyterian in Colorado Springs in March), Brian McLaren (best selling author of books like A New Kind of Christian), Bill Hull (author and well-known pastor in Phoenix) and around a dozen others…including Christopher!!!  As you might well guess, I am not shy to share the insights I have on this topic, especially in light of my PhD thesis focus on “Relational Sanctification.”

· And finally, perhaps most important, worked closely with Alan to write and produce a new presentation that demonstrates the social challenges to the spread of the Gospel at the beginning of the 21st century.  These are issues like postmodernity, tribalism, urbanism, and many more.  This presentation was given at Mission America, the gathering of the leading U.S. churches and mission agencies, and we have been told it is the best and most penetrating presentation given to the organization in its history!  If you are interested in having this presentation given to your group, please let Christopher know, as either Alan (the U.S. President of The Navigators) or I would love to present it.


Supporting Us:
There is so much more to tell, but these are the highlights of how God has used us and you through your prayers and/or financial support during the past year.  In the coming year we look forward to being used by God and being partners with you in new and unforeseen ways.  We cannot be successful without you, your fellowship, your prayers, and your financial support.  We are still considerably under budget, and need to increase our support, especially since Christopher will be traveling this year to several meetings to help The Navigators work through the theology of beauty (so we can begin to meaningfully reach out to the artistic community) and place (to better reach and help people to understand their context and calling to live in a particular place).  If you are already a financial supporter of ours, we ask if you would consider continuing to partner with us (and increasing your gift if you feel led by the Holy Spirit to do so).  If you are not a financial partner with us, would you consider either a one-time gift or becoming monthly partners with us at $10, $25, $50, or even $100 per month?  If so, please send in the attached card.  If you cannot give financially at this time, or the Spirit is not leading you to support us in such a way, would you consider becoming a prayer partner with us?  Tanya and I have felt a definite impact of the prayers we receive, and count on being protected and empowered by the Spirit through your standing with us in prayers.  If you would like to receive our monthly prayer email, please send us your email so we can add you to our list.  

Remember, in the Body of Christ no one stands alone.  Through your friendship, prayers and financial support you are advancing the Gospel through us, through The Navigators, and through our variety of involvements in ways that you may not even realize.  

As Paul says in Philippians 1
“I thank my God every time I remember you. ﻿In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

Christopher, Tanya, Alethea and Justus

christopher.morton@navigators.org
tmorton@cpcd.org
6249 Colony Circle

Colorado Springs, CO 80919

(719) 531-0517
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