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Major Theme One – God’s Covenant Love

The place to begin when you are talking about the Minor Prophets is with God’s Covenant Love (and mercy).  Now, if you have recently read the Minor Prophets, this terms might surprise you.  As you read the pages you see images of destruction, of suffering, of judgment.  But love?

Often times we think that the opposite of hate is love, and vice-versa.  In fact, the opposite of both is indifference.  God is not indifferent to the people of Israel and to the rest of creation.  If he were, he would have created them and then checked out – heading off on a divine vacation.  This is the God of deism, which had its popularity at the time of the American Revolution.  That is not Yahweh, the God of the Bible.  

Yahweh loves his creation - He is committed to it.  We see this beginning in Genesis 3, after the Fall God does not destroy Adam and Eve and creation.  Instead, he commits to redeem it.  When Israel falls into sin during the Exodus, God remains faithful to the promise he made – of using Israel as the tool of his redemption for creation.  When Israel falls into idolatry during the reigns of the kings, both North and South – he stays committed and sends his prophets.  

The Hebrew Word - hesed

One of the key words in the Old Testament is hesed, which mean and is translated lovingkindness, covenant-love, steadfast love, or mercy.  This is a love that does not deny, does not give up, does not fail.  This is the love that keeps God committed to God’s people – not because they deserve it, but because that is the characeter of God. 

If you look at the story of the establishment of the covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15, you see that, unlike the traditional covenant ceremony where both partners in a covenant walk through the stream of blood (saying, “Let this happen to me if I should fail to keep my side”), only Yahweh God walks through the stream, saying in effect, “I am faithful, I will keep my side, and if you fail, I will take on the responsibility to make it right.”).  This image hangs over all of God’s interactions with the Israel from then on out.  

Love is an often misused word in our culture today.  We love…The Broncos, chocolate, our dog, our wife, our kids, our…whatever.  When it says that God is love (1 John 4:8), it is a love that is deeper than all of those.  It is a love that stays committed, but does not turn a blind eye to actions that are destructive.  That is not love.  There is an old saying, “Love without justice is sentimentality.”  God is not sentimental.  God loves people too much for them to continue in habits and practices that do not lead to life – they lead to death.  This is the story of why God sends His prophets to the people – to turn them from the ways of death to the ways of life.  The prophets are a walking, talking, and writing action of God’s hesed.

The Setting of the Minor Prophets

In the following weeks we will talk more about the world in which the prophets are speaking, but what is important to understand is that the people’s of Israel and Judah (the two nations that the twelve tribes split into after Solomon’s death) were living very decadent lives.  The community of the supposed faithful was marked by both willful and unconscious actions that stood totally in opposition to the calling of God giving in His law.  Their behavior impugned the truth of God’s law and of the religion of Israel.  What is more is that the social structures were falling apart – it was a dangerous place for the most vulnerable.  Into this context comes the prophets to speak God’s truth – that He loves them too much to leave them in the ways they are living.  

Some Examples of Covenant Love in the Minor Prophets

Hosea – 1:10; 2:14-23; 11:1-11; 14:4-9

Amos – 9:11-15

Obadiah – 1:19-21

Micah 2:12-13; 4:6-8; 7:18-20

Zephaniah – 3:16-20

Haggai – 1:13-15; 2:1-5

Zechariah – 8:1-5; 10:6

Malachi – 1:2-5
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