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Major Theme Four – Repentance and Remnant

The God who loves creation, who loves humanity, and who is interested in bringing salvation to people and creation is at work through human beings.  Throughout the Old Testament we see this work taking place through God’s Covenant people.  But of course the road to redemption is far from level and straight.  Instead, we see the twin sins of idolatry and injustice.  We see the people who are meant to be mirroring Yahweh God to the nations reflecting a god who is loathsome and concerned about death.  The result of this and other actions of the kingdom of death is judgment.  However, judgment is never the final word from God.  Judgment is always part of the process, the process that brings life.  
Humanity’s Response to Judgment – Repentance

When people read the Minor Prophets they tend to think that the focus of these twelve books is on judgment.  This is not true, because God’s desire is not judgment but instead renewal and life.  Instead judgment is always the hopeful preliminary to repentance.  Repentance is not simply saying “I’m sorry,” because what is being called to account in judgment is not simply actions.  In the Hebraic mindset there is no disjunction between belief and action.  When you act you are putting your beliefs into action.  So when God judges Israel or the nations what he is really saying is that they have put their trust in a god other than Yahweh (and more than that, it means choosing citizenship in the kingdom of that god).  
Repentance then is about turning one’s whole basis of belief away from the kingdom they have been relying on and toward the kingdom (rule and character) of the true God.  It is not just a simple readjustment of behavior that is being called for and desired, it is a complete turning of life toward the ways, the will, and the character of God.  The crimes of both the people of God and of the nations around them are ones that do not need simple tweaks to create a life-giving culture.  They are crimes that must see the whole way of doing things upturned and built upon a solid foundation.  
This kind of repentance is sometimes spelled out completely (like in Nineveh), but more often is part of the overall process of Yahweh’s saving activity of those who are faithful, and, as part of the next week’s theme of The Day of the Lord.

Verses on Repentance:

Joel 1:13-20

Joel 2:12-17

Amos 5:4-5

Jonah 3

Zechariah 1:1-6

Zechariah 3

God’s Response to Judgment – Remnant
The picture of the judgment that we receive in the Minor Prophets often seems cataclysmic.  These sense one has is similar to a Hollywood disaster film: “Will anyone survive?”  God’s response to this question is a solid and positive “yes!”  But judgment will be severe and will be revealing.  The peoples of Israel and Judah made the mistake that we seem come to light in the New Testament, especially in the teaching of Jesus.  They assumed that they were the people of God – regardless of their belief structure, their behavior, or anything else. The Minor Prophets work hard to disabuse the people of God of this mistake.  It is not their ethnicity or their genealogy that makes them the people of God – it is their living as the people of God that makes them the people of God.  

You can see by the response of the Israelites to the words of the prophets (see Amos 7 for a great example) that there was a strong belief that since Israel was God’s people they were safe no matte what.  Judgment would never come! This comes from misunderstanding the election of Israel to service rather than privilege.   When judgment does come, it clears the wheat from the chaff. The result is that while “Israel” continues, most of its constituent members suffer sever judgment.  God keeps alive his promises both to Israel (to be their covenant partner) and to humanity – but he does this not by promising to keep all safe, but by keeping alive a remnant of faithful people.  These are the true Israel, those who love God and who live their lives in his kingdom, not in the kingdom of the other gods.  

Judgment means that those who do not want to live and be agents of life are eliminated from the work of God.  What is left is a faithful remnant, not the whole, but those who want to be part of God’s redemption plan in the world.  The remnant still suffers judgment – but it is a refining work rather than a destructive work.  It makes them stronger in their belief and work.  The remnant then can grow, mature, and take over the work that was intended for the whole people all along – but now without the weight of those who are interested in the benefits of being God’s people without the responsibility.  

God is still at work; God is still connected in his covenant love to his people and to the work of redeeming humanity. Just like Israel, we are being invited to be his faithful people, the tools in his hands of bringing redemption and life to the world.  But that calling is bound up with responsibility, and those who decide to speak the name of Yahweh God but live in the kingdom of another god will find that they may be part of the problem rather than the part of the solution.
Verses on Remnant

Hosea 2:14-15

Hosea 14 (whole chapter)
Joel 2:18-27

Amos 9:11-15

Micah 2:12-13

Micah 5 (whole chapter)
Micah 7:8-13

Zephaniah 3:9-20

Haggai (entire book)
Zechariah 8

Zechariah 10

Zechariah 12:1-9
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