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Well, now we have come to the end of the book of Job.  For 37 chapters we have seen primarily the human side of despair and the attempt to understand human suffering.  Now, for the first time, God speaks to human beings in this book.
Historically many people who read the book of Job come away from chapters 38-41 very disappointed.  Yes, of course, Job is a sinner in need of grace, but even with that acknowledgement, we listen to the words of God to Job and see 1) no explanation of why 2) no apology and 3) no words of comfort. If this is a great book on the issue of evil and suffering, the end seems rather flat.

That is the surface reading of the book, and I must admit it has been my reading for most of my faith life.  But it is not the way Job hears God, and therefore, we must delve a little deeper to understand the meaning of these final few chapters.

Job 38:1-11

I love how this section begins, “and Yahweh answered Job from the whirlwind/storm” 

First, notice that it is not “God” who is answering Job, certainly not the god of the four friends that have attacked Job over the course of this book.  Once again we see the writer of Job emphasise it is Yahweh, the personal God who reveals himself to humanity and who gives his name to Moses. It is to Yahweh that Job has sent his desire for an answer, and it is from Yahweh that indeed, at least in the Hebrew, Job gets an answer. 
Also, notice the term “storm.”  This is one of those great words that for the Hebrews has a double-edge to it.  Yes, it can be a storm (you know, thunder, rain, lightening). But there are other words for that, and had it been the other words, one who have thought of Baal again.  But this word is also the word that is used of Jonah’s storm in that book, and more importantly it is the term used of  God’s wrath being poured out on false prophets (like Job’s four friends) in Jeremiah 23:19 and of evil nations (in Amos 1:14).  It is also used metaphorically, to speak of the “storms of life” in passages like Psalm 55:8.  

The writer thus, in the way he or she has structured the opening here, pointed out:

1) Who it is who answers – Yahweh not merely “a god”

2) Who is not answering – it is most certainly not Baal

3) And that the storm from which Yahweh answer is a storm of judgment on the bad theology that Job’s friends have spouted and comes to Job in the storm of his own life suffering.

This is not an accident.  The Hebrew poets knew what they were doing, and they knew their audience would pick up on such things.

And what does Yahweh say from the whirlwind? He begins by asking:

· Who is speaking to me from his ignorance (although the Hebrew is not precise…is it Job who is ignorant, or Elihu)?
· Are you ready to answer some questions?

· Where were you there setting up the earth?  
This last is especially important, because the creation of the world (the universe) is filled with mysteries that only the one who laid out creation can know. Included in these mysteries are the reason for evil.
Job 38:12-15

The emphasis on morning and darkness is a relation to time.  Yahweh God reminds Job of his own limited lifespan.
Job 38:16-21

Job is asked, have you considered the depths of the seas or of the underworld?  What is your vision point that gives you the ability to understand the world.

Job 38:22-30

Do you know where the “artillery of heaven” – snow, rain and hail or kept? Do you not know that God is at work in all of creation, not just in your life and that of other human beings?

Job 38:31-38

And what about the celestial heavens?  Do you not realize that God is at work in areas of the universe that you cannot even understand?

Job 38:39-39:4

This seems just to be another example of “I am God and you are not,” but what Yahweh is pointing out here is the vast difference of the character of humans and of himself.  Humans will kill the lion, the goat, and deer. And yet, it is God whom Job has accused of being savage. God’s greatness and kindness is deeper and broader that Job has even considered.  This is a statement of God’s loving kindness (the great Hebrew word of chesed) – but Yahweh’s covenant love is not with Jews alone, or even with human beings, but extends to all of creation.

Job 39:5-12

Here the emphasis on God’s gift of freedom compared the human essence of control and domination.
Job 39:13-18

Okay, this one is weird. The Hebrew’s  believed that the Ostrich was the most vile of birds because they had come to believe that they abandoned their young. So, here, the plumage and greatness of the bird (as human beings are) is contrasted with her selfishness and her focus on herself.  The implied rebuke here is that Job, like all human beings, is focused on himself instead of the larger world.

Job 39:19-25
This is another strange set of passages. God’s greatness is demonstrated by the power of the warhorse, and with the horse the emphasis on the thunder and lightening, as the power of the horse is in battle.

Job 39:26-30

Emphasis here on the power of the birds of the air.  Notice – the skies, the sea, the land animals, and now the birds of the air.  God’s greatness is in all of creation – nothing is excluded.

Job 40:1-5

Yahweh (not again the LORD), asks if Job still wants to challenge the Almighty (Shadday), to continue to criticize God? Job’s response is important – he is moved to humility and worship.  He realises that his requests for answers already have been shown to be selfish and rooted in his own limited viewpoint of his own life.  That does not make his question unrealistic or even improper, but it means that what is vital and essential in our own life takes on less importance when compared to the movement of the world at larger.  Our lives do matter, but they matter within the larger context of the creation story.  Any one individuals story may provide an “exegetical answer” to the world, but it will be based solely on such a limited view that it will, like the answers of Job’s friends and even Job, that it will skew the truth and throw our understanding into great tumult. 

Job 40:6-14

Now Yahweh drills down into the improper understanding of the meaning of life and its events that come from a merely human viewpoint. Yahweh says that his judgment (mispahat) and his righteousness/justice (tsedeq) of being out-of-wack. These of course are deeply troubling claims because if it is true that God’s judgment is evil and he is unjust, well, would that be God?  That is the core problem with Job’s questioning of God.  Not that he is wrong to question but that his question call into question God’s goodness and the meaning of life.

Not only would the world be in deep trouble were God the evil and unjust that Job has asserted, but what would the world be like were it truly ruled by even a righteous man like Job?  Would the evil be dealt with by you Job?  Would you set the world right?

Job 40:15-24

God points to his power to rule even the giants of the world – the behemoth (probably the hippopotamus) and the leviathan (the crocodile). Quite a contrast to little old Job.
Job 41

This famous chapter about the Leviathan, likely the crocodile, again emphasises his power, his greatness compared to one of the greatest earthly beasts.  You wouldn’t considered bossing around a croc would you Job?  So why on earth have you accused me so…you simply don’t know what you are doing.   

Job 42

Of course the whole book is important to read.  We have seen the fall of Job from earthly goodness to physical and emotional destruction. We have seen accusations against God by Job’s friends and we have seen Job seeking justice, seeking the opportunity to make his case before God.  And we have seen God, not defending himself, but pointing out the vast difference between God and Job. But all of this has been merely to set-up to this final chapter.
At this point we must remember the words of Job from 19:25-27:

“But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and that he will stand upon the earth at last. 26 And after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will see God﻿! 27 I will see him for myself. Yes, I will see him with my own eyes. I am overwhelmed at the thought!

This statement has remained behind all the rest of Job’s complaints and desires for justice. Now Yahweh God has spoken to Job.  Job has been chastened, not in a cruel way, but he has come to understand the limited understanding that he has and the need to understand the world from a viewpoint far higher than his own. 
Note however that Job has not had the chance to present his evidence in his defence.  Job has not gotten an answer as to “why is this happening?”  Instead, well, his own words say it best:

42:5 “I had heard about you before, but now I have seen you with my own eyes. 6 I take back everything I said, and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.”
This is the one request of Job that has been answered – he has seen God and heard his voice. Now, you may think: “Hey, the man lost his family, his health and all his wealth. All he gets is a visit from God?”  
Throughout these five weeks Tanya and I have talked about the imagery, the language, the arguments and the like.  And this is important.  But to the Hebrew poets and to the devout of the Old Testament (and the New alike), what matters at the end of the day is not answers, is not material blessings, but is the presence of God.

What Job really desires is to know that God is present, that God is caring for him, and that God’s glory is ultimate. And that, after 42 chapters of writing, is what this whole book comes down to: no answers, because ultimately human wisdom cannot fathom the answers (and the human heart does not really want an answer, it wants God’s presence), but the amazing and unutterable person of God.  
I would love to say that this answers all of our questions and that it meets the modern mind’s desire to be God. That is our particular struggle as people of the 21st Century.  Every age has its struggles…this is ours. But the answer, in every age is the same – it is the loving presence of Yahweh God.
After reading the book of Job I can end only by quoting the great hymn from Fanny Crosby:

To God be the glory, great things He has done;

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,

And opened the life gate that all may go in.
Going Deeper
1) Re-read God’s words to Job in 38-41.  After reading it, journal about words these words and what responses they raise up in you.
2) Meditate on your own heart…what is your number one desire – the presence of God or???

3) As you worship this weekend ask yourself in your heart, “What would it mean to make this worship time about the Glory and Presence of God?”  Seek to be aligned with that desire during worship.
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