Essay Contest Topic 2: GOP Strategy for 2006
Christopher Morton, the Roving Theologian

As the Republican Party begins to formulate its 2006 strategy there are many races and many issues that they can tap into, if they are going to be successful.  However, the Republican Party must decide want it wants to do with the reigns of government, especially in the Senate, going forward.
American can smell the “desire for power for power’s sake” faster than many pundits realize.  The Republican Party has not demonstrated, even to its base, the reason to place it in power.  In the 2004 election cycle the War on Terror served to provide a powerful rallying point for a number of disparate groups, and it was something that the Republicans could point to as a clear difference between them and the Democrats and it was something that provided the basis for real policy actions.  Having given away the issue of the judiciary with the 11th hour Senate comity agreement other issues will need to be developed to form a meaningful coalition in 2006.
Three main issues will be key to this coalition, and all point to voting blocs that the Republican either must win or make headway with if they are ever to gain a governing majority.  
1) True Education Reform through Vouchers—The communities that suffers most under the current educational system are minorities, especially African-Americans and Latinos, who are trapped under the thumb of the teacher’s union who fear competition more than death itself.  In both the House and Senate races the Republican must emphasize the giving of vouchers to anyone whose school have failed even the low standards of No Child Left Behind.  This should be pushed especially in minority districts not simply as a one-time election lure, but as a message to minority communities that the GOP stands for providing a real help up to opportunity, not simply another hand-out that has left especially African-Americans worse off after 40 years of Great Society spending.  
However, since the education lobby is so effective at demagoguing this issue and will no doubt spend millions on ads against such proposals, the Republicans need to frame this issue as a new government program, that will not impact current federal dollars spent on education.  This does create a new spending item, at a time when federal spending has ballooned out of control, but this a matter of short-term pain for long-term gain.  Vouchers will in the long-run reduce federal spending on education as competition drives poor performing, administration dollar-consuming districts literally out of business.  Additionally, if American schools do not begin to churn out better educated young people the competitive ability of American business, and thus the strength of the American economy, will be undermined.  Finally, this gets to the true meaning of American fairness. Right now minority families are setup for failure by trapping them in educational systems that provide no real hope of education—one of the leading factors in economic prosperity for an individual—is not in the best tradition of America.  Wealthy Democratic lawmakers send their kids to private schools in D.C. and in the capital cities of American states.  The Democrats must be shown for the fraudulent compassion to minority voters on this key issue. Cutting into minority support is especially important in borderline Senate seats up in 2006, especially in PA, MD, WI, and FL.
2) Immigration Reform—Immigration is a very touchy issue, and almost single-handily killed the Republican Party in California.  The main cause of this is that Republicans chose to make immigrants the enemy, rather than illegality.  Right now millions of illegal workers are in America, which does several things.  First, it leaves them without legal protection and subject to abusive, dangerous work conditions.  Second, it makes them de-facto criminals, which places them already against the law, which makes the commission of another crime simply more likely.  Thirdly, it denies them the right to build a life in America as many other Americans did when they came legally to this nation during the great tides of immigration in the mid 18th and early 19th centuries.  Finally, it punishes those would-be immigrants who are playing by the rules and awaiting their turn to come to America legally.
Republican immigration reform should therefore focus on these issues. Republicans, especially in the Southwest, must emphasize that illegal immigration hurts immigrants, places them in dangerous situations, and denies them the chance to become true Americans.  As part of the overall strategy, significant increases in spending on border-patrol, fence-building, and INS employment enforcement will ordered (playing also to the strength of the Republicans on homeland security).  To demonstrate that the Republicans are not anti-immigrant (and if any are, they should be tossed from the party publicly), substantial legal immigration quota increases should authorized for countries in Latin America. The Republican Party should be welcoming these hard-working, pro-family future workers to America, through the front-door of legality. 
3) Federal Marriage Amendment—Republicans must both appeal to their base and stand for something, and standing for the foundation of families is a solid place to start.  This issue appeared dead until a NE judge threw-out their state constitutional amendment recently, thus demonstrating the worst fears of many Americans. Clearly the FDMA is not popular in NY, NJ and VT (which the Republican party will likely not win in the Senate anyways), but is a real issue and does provide a positive reason to vote for Republicans in states such as ND, WV (where Byrd is going to be 88), FL, NE and perhaps even MN and WI.  It provides one of those issues, like judges (which may reappear by 2006) where otherwise conservative leaning voters who have sent left-wing Senators because of personal popularity can be made to understand that a vote for Kent Conrad is really a vote for Ted Kennedy and Hillary Clinton. 
These issues will take clear articulation, principle, hard working grassroots and lots of money, but they will also take Republican commitment, as the GOP reminds voters why they should be in power.
