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Paul finishes Chapter three by emphasizing that a new humanity has been made.  Its not about being Jewish, Gentile, male, female, rich or slave.  Its about being in Christ.  He will spend the rest of the letter working out for the Galatians what that means in the day-to-day world.
Growing Up as Children of God – Galatians 4:1-7

Paul in Galatians 3 talked about the law as a sort of prison warden, keeping us in check and making us aware of our need for Jesus Christ.  Now the analogy turns to that of guardian (slave master?) until we grow up.

4:3﻿ So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world.

Even today in our culture, if you are under 18 you may be a “trust-fund baby” but you have no real rights.  You are subject to the leading of those who are in charge of you. That was the way the law functioned.  It led the people around, not as children, but as near slaves.  Ah, but it is now time to grow up.

Here Paul is looking back to the words of Jesus we find in John 8:31-38.  The Jewish leaders thought they were free, and Jesus is none to polite in pointing out the truth:

﻿34﻿ Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. ﻿35﻿ Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. ﻿36﻿ So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Remember, the chief concern of the “Judaism plus” crowd is that Paul’s gospel will lead to people who are out of control sinners.  Paul knows what Jesus knows: the law doesn’t make you sin less!  Going back to Paul’s analogy, there was nothing wrong with the child obeying his guardians, but when he turned 18 that would be inappropriate.  As Walter Hansen notes of this passage, “Once that day comes, their love for their father will not be expressed through subjection to guardians but by a free expression of love from the heart of mature sons.”
 

This provides the basis for Paul’s first serious mention of the Spirit. The “day of emancipation” from slave to child of God did not come at 18, but when they met Jesus and embraced him as their savior and his way of being God’s child. When that happens:

Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, ﻿ Father.” ﻿7﻿ So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

It is the Spirit that enables us to truly love God as Jesus loved his Father. Much has been made of the term “Abba” that Jesus used of his Father and encourages us to us.  Some people like to say it means “Daddy,” though that points out a childish response.  In fact, it was not uncommon among Jewish adults to call their fathers (assuming they really did love him), Abba.  It is a term of dearest love and admiration.  Whatever term captures that for you, translate for Abba. The Spirit enables us to realize God the Father’s goodness and love for us, and that goodness and love enables us to live not as slaves – either to the law or to the sinful desires of our heart – but as children to whom the Father is inviting to share in the wealth of the kingdom.
Returning to Slavery? – Galatians 4:8-11

Paul doesn’t forget that part of the church in Galatia is not Jewish by heritage.  So he reminds them of their own slavery.  They were just as much slaves as were the former Jews who were looked after by the law.  That changed when they come to know God in Jesus Christ, and more importantly, are known by God. This is an interesting use of phrases.  In pagan faiths, you wanted your prayers heard and answered, but too much attention by the gods always turned out poorly.  Here Paul is telling them that they are intimately known by God, as children, not as subjects.  So…why would you want to go back to the old way of life?
But isn’t the issue here that these Gentiles are leaving Jesus for “Judaism plus”?  Yes, but going to the law after God has sent his Son is like rejecting the Father and going to the guardians.  Keeping the law now is a form of idolatry, a return to paganism. True life is found in Jesus Christ, not in the law!

Paul Pleads for them to be Children of God – Galatians 4:12-20
Paul breaks from the overall theme of the letter to tell the Galatians that he isn’t mad at them, but desires that they taste real freedom.  Paul encourages them to become like him.  Isn’t this a little arrogant.  No, because Paul, a great Jew remember, left all that behind to become a child of God.  Paul didn’t even want to come to Galatia in the first place, but came because of an illness (malaria?) and God used that in their lives and in his. Paul wants them to leave behind, abandon the attempt to take away their status as children of God for something less.  

Paul also makes an interesting statement here:

4:17 Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you from us, so that you may be zealous for them.

Why are these “Judaism plus” people so zealous for the Galatians to come over to their side?  Because it will increase their power. Paul is zealous for them to stay in Christ because there is real freedom, real life. The contrast for Paul is everything.
Whose Child Are You? – Galatians 4:21-31

 This argument is going to be another hard one for the “Judaism plus” crowd.  After all, they are children of Abraham, right?  Paul turns their identity on its head, by saying, “Yes, you are children of Abraham, but only by “natural” means, not by spiritual means.  He tells the Galatians that there are two ways of being part of the promise of God – natural and spiritual.  The way of Hagar and Ishmael are the natural way.  That way leads to the flesh, slavery and Sinai.  The way is God’s way, the spiritual way. This is adoption by God through Christ and the Spirit.  This is the way that leads freedom, inheritance and the promise. This is, in common vernacular, called sticking your thumb in the eye of an opponent.  
He has just taken the whole argument of the “Judaism plus” crowd and stood it on its head.  They have thought that were children of the promise, but instead were children of flesh, children of slavery.  Paul is telling them and the Galatians that there is only one way to become children of the promise:

But what does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” ﻿ 31﻿ Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.

True Freedom in Christ – Galatians 5:1-6
This section starts rather abruptly, “freedom for us Christ freed us for” (in the Greek).  This doesn’t quite follow from what came before.  But it is they key for all that follows.  What follows in vs. 1 are two imperatives. “Stand firm” and “Don’t be held” in slavery.  
If we are to experience true freedom in Christ, the freedom that comes from being a child of God, then we must stand firm in our identity as a child of God and not be held in slavery any longer.  

This leads Paul into his strongest words yet:

Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.

Paul spent the first few chapters building his authority as an apostle. Now he utilizes that by emphasizing that the Galatians face a momentous decision.  If you allow yourselves to be circumcised, you have thrown out any of the work that Christ can do for you.  “Judaism plus” sounds like a good plan, but in the end it overturns the entire work of Christ in their lives.  Freedom is in Christ alone, and anything added destroys that freedom.  Note that the verb for “be circumcised” is a present tense verb, meaning that those who were circumcised before they met Christ are not excluded, but its Christ that is the promise that act looked forward to.
Why is it that Christ will be of no value?  Because keeping the law, or doing anything else, is an act of self-assertion.  It is saying, “I will make myself a child of God, I will make myself free.”  That, Paul tells us, is the ultimate act of slavery – to the law, to the sinful desires, and to our own limitations.  We may say we trust Christ, but what we are really trusting in is our own abilities and our own plan of salvation.

Paul’s next comment is directed at those pious “Judaism plus” individuals.  If you trust in your circumcision then it means you must keep the whole law – all of it, with no failings.  Of course, that is the trap that leads to death, and those Galatians who think they should get circumcised need to think hard if they really want to embrace all that.

Verse four in the Greek says, “you who are justifying yourselves by law” have ceased to have relationship with Christ, and in so doing have lost contact with the grace of God.  This is a universal reminder, throughout the ages and throughout our contexts.  If we put trust in anything that we have done to make us worthy and lovely before God, that he should want to be in relationship with us because of what we have done (“hey, look at me, I’m so great!”), we have departed from grace and indeed have become a slave.  This stands in great contrast to Paul’s words in Romans 5:2, “we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we ﻿ rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”
But again, Paul wants to address the issue that the “Judaism plus” crowd is so worried about – how to keep people from rampant debauchery (fun word to use).  The answer comes in vs.5:
﻿ But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.

The verb here translated “eagerly await” is used a number of other times in the New Testament.  Look at the list of things which we eagerly await:

· a Savior (Phil 3:20) 

· Christ (Heb 9:28)

· adoption and redemption (Rom 8:23)

· and the revealing of the sons of God (Rom 8:19).
Here Paul says we eagerly await the righteousness (δικαιοσύνης), that is right behavior and justice, through the Spirit, who is the one bringing that righteousness in our lives.  This is the case of the already and the not yet which is so prevalent in the New Testament.   We are already righteous through Christ in God’s sight, but we are growing into that righteousness as we live in the power of the Spirit and in faith in the hope that we will be righteous.  In other words, there is no perfect way of being righteous in this life (including the law), but through the Spirit we begin to live out that reality in the here and now.  Which is why Paul closes this section by telling the Galatians that everything else is worthless, the only thing that matters is “faith expressing itself through love.”  As F.F. Bruce, the great 20th century Evangelical New Testament scholar notes, “Faith is viewed as the root, love as the fruit.  The faith by which believers are justified is the faith which operates through love.”
This by the way solves the great tension between Paul and James that Luther was so concerned about.  Faith and works are united…they are united in love. Faith is always an active, demonstrating that we have faith in Christ as we live out the life that God calls us to.

Pursuing Christ – Galatians 5:7-15
Paul then discusses how we got here.  The Galatians had received the Gospel and began to grow in Christ and in the grace of God.  Then someone cut in on them. The word here is one that has its origins in military language.  Picture an army on the march and their opposition cutting down trees in their march path.  They set fire to bales of cotton to choke the path, and demolish the asphalt on the road.  That is what Paul is saying. “You were doing great, and someone started chopping up your path of progress.”  That progress was towards “obeying the truth.”  Truth for Paul and the biblical mindset is never something that is simply true, but something that changes the very nature of life, and thus changes how you live.  Someone has cut up that path, and now the Galatians are wandering around, detached from truth.  
The word that appears in verse 8 is an unusual one – peismonē – is of the same root as “obey” and appears only here in the New Testament, and this is the first known usage of the word in all of Greek literature.   It appears to mean “contrived conviction,” meaning that their argument only makes sense from their own unfounded logic.  These types of argument are the voice of men, not the voice of God (which is Paul’s point as to where his message comes from.
Paul, knowing that if people genuinely seek truth will discover that his message is the true gospel, but of course, there are always though who get taken in and stop their search from truth.  

We then see Paul make a statement that has to make everyone take notice.  Those who are pushing “Judaism plus” (and here Paul seems to have one person in mind), they are taking away the offense of the cross (that God has died to make us truly his children), and in the process they have placed the emphasis back on human deeds and fashions.  So Paul says, “Look, if a little cut in the male sex organ is what makes you righteous, well then, go all the way, be more righteous than Jesus, emasculate yourself.”  This is sarcasm at its best. And, if you think about it, he’s right.  This is essentially what Judaism of Jesus time had done. If not working on the Sabbath is good, then not walking more than a mile is even better.  Better still, it would be more righteous if you don’t eat.  And while you are at…breathing could be considered work.  Well, you get the point.  The point Paul is making is that nothing, absolutely nothing, makes us righteous except for the grace of God at work through the Spirit.  If you think otherwise, take it the max my friend.

But again, Paul understands that the concerns of the “Judaism plus” crowd.  Their concern is a good one. Does grace bring sin?  Without the law, how will people live according to God’s way of being his children?  In verses 13-15 Paul sets the stage for the final act of Galatians and for the argument that brings the answer to theses concerns.  We will start the discussion here, and finish it next week.
We are called to be free.  That is the gift of being in Christ. But what do we do with that freedom?  

5:13 But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature ; rather, serve one another in love.
In other words, we are free in Christ to choose the good, not to choose evil and wicked things that entrap us in sin.  We are free to love Christ and therefore to love each other.  That is freedom, and that freedom is rooted in Christ, not in the law.  You want the law; the law is summed up in loving God and loving your neighbor.  And that happens in Christ.  

Again, the issue here is the one we saw earlier.  If we say, well you can have Christ and we will take “Judaism plus” you will destroy God’s great plan of creating a new humanity.  Not only that, but you will destroy the Church and the Gospel:
5:15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.

We must stay focused on the Gospel, on Jesus Christ and allow the Spirit of God to bring about true freedom demonstrated in love.  If we don’t, Paul warns, we will be like wild beasts eating destroying and consuming one another.  
Going Deeper

In the next week:

1) Meditate on verses 4:4-7.  What does it mean for you to be a child of God?  Do you feel like you can God and intimate, loving and caring Father?  If not, what are the barriers to this?  If so, how does this change your daily life?
2) Journal about what freedom means to you?  Is this freedom that you experience?  Do you struggle with a desire to choose evil?  Do you struggle with the power to act freely in love?
3) Write a letter to God that expresses whether or not you can agree with Paul here. Do you really believe that you are child of God because of what God does or do you think you have some role?  If it is all God, how does that make you feel?  Do you feel more worthy or less?
4) Listen to worship music in the coming week.  Does it encourage you to believe and obey? Are both sides present?  If not, what is the outcome of believing without obedience?  What is the outcome of obedience without belief?
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 ﻿a﻿ Or the flesh; also in verses 16, 17, 19 and 24
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